a meee © : a a al 


GUS & MARIE LORENZ 


Gustaf A. 1895--1989 
Marie H. 1898--1990 


The long life of Gus Lorenz, who died at the age of 93, was a reflection of the life of Camas 
itself. He was involved in most every facet of what made Camas grow and prosper, whatever 
made the city livable and likable. His honesty, integrity and leadership ability made him an ideal 

role model for many. He was a man of vision, always thinking ahead to future consequences. A 


Gus graduated in the first graduating class in Camas, which had 5 students, served as a Sergeant in the US 
Army in WWI, and worked at the Crown Zellerback Paper Mill for 45 years as the Superintendent of é 
Paper Machines. His Pay? $1.85 per. day. He helped organize the first Camas Fire Dept., serving as its oe | 
first President, was a member of the School Board, served for several terms on the City Council, was a y 
charter member of the Camas American Legion Post, member of Kiwanis Club, and member of the Men’s 

Garden Club. He was the longest confirmed member of Zion Lutheran Church, having joined in 1911. He * 
took an active part in church leadership. His associates in any endeavor could always count on him. 

Gus had a knack for doing everything he did in a thorough, top-notch way. A tremendous horticulturist, ~<a 
he had a true green thumb. His name was synonymous with Chrysanthemums, as he not only grew prize 

winning ones; he won numerous awards and ribbons year after year for his efforts. He was a show judge 

for many years. Beekeeping was also another hobby he loved. If you had a bee problem, he would help. | 


Camas is still benefiting from his foresight and effort. He planted many of the trees still growing in 
Crown Park, which was just across the street from his home. Three of Gus’s grandchildren have also lived 
in the family home across from Crown Park. They remember visiting their grandpa and he always had 
time to pick an apple or two for each of them. Gus died on that same property where he was born. 


He tended a large vegetable garden and orchard, and he usually had a pet or two, like the baby crow that 
he raised, called Inky. Regularly he fed the hummingbirds in the red feeder and fed the squirrels, making 
friends with them. His greenhouse was full of interesting plants he had propagated, even orchids. 


Gus met the girl of his dreams, Marie Henrietta Meyer, who had moved to Camas from Baltimore, 
Maryland when she was 11 years old. Marie loved to fish, often going out on a rowboat with friends. 


“The apple doesn’t fall too far from the tree,” and daughter, Doris Carey exhibits her parent’s qualities. 
Their son, Howard also demonstrates a genuine love of people, especially devoting love and caring for his 
wife, Marilyn. When he came back to Camas, after serving in the Navy, he became a popular and 

respected Realtor. He also was a volunteer with the fire department, and served on the Cemetery Board. 


The legacy that Gus and Marie left is also reflected in their grandson, Steve, who inherited Gus’s “Green 
Thumb” and leadership ability. He is an instructor at Clark College, and head of the Horticulture Dept. at 
Hudson Bay High School, and a Camas Park’s Commissioner. Gus’s integrity and love of people was 
passed down to granddaughter Linda, (who with husband Steve Stoller, owners of Windermere/Crest 
Realty Co., were chosen “Business People of the Year” in 2007.) Granddaughter Karen Lewis, a Special 
Ed. teacher, inherited resiliency to deal with the death of her husband who died in a tragic accident. 


(There are over 88 Lorenz relatives buried in the Camas Cemetery) 
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